Routledge

Taylor & Francis Group

39031N0Y

Asian Journal of Women's Studies

[ : ) ol oot aneel | Routiedge

ISSN: 1225-9276 (Print) 2377-004X (Online) Journal homepage: www.tandfonline.com/journals/rajw20

Locally grown seeds, natural fertilizer, and pranata
mangsa: Women farmers practicing sustainable
agriculture while contesting the Green Revolution
in Indonesia

Sakhiyya Zulfa, Sanaul Laili, Sri Sumaryani, Girindra Putri Dewi Saraswati,
Agung Ginanjar Anjaniputra, Zuhrul Anam, Vaille Dawson, Rini Astuti &
Yulida Pangastuti

To cite this article: Sakhiyya Zulfa, Sanaul Laili, Sri Sumaryani, Girindra Putri Dewi Saraswati,
Agung Ginanjar Anjaniputra, Zuhrul Anam, Vaille Dawson, Rini Astuti & Yulida Pangastuti
(2025) Locally grown seeds, natural fertilizer, and pranata mangsa: Women farmers practicing
sustainable agriculture while contesting the Green Revolution in Indonesia, Asian Journal of
Women's Studies, 31:1, 1-25, DOI: 10.1080/12259276.2025.2465003

To link to this article: https://doi.org/10.1080/12259276.2025.2465003

@ Published online: 13 Feb 2025.

>
C»/ Submit your article to this journal &

||I| Article views: 305

A
& View related articles £

(&) view Crossmark data &'

CrossMark

Full Terms & Conditions of access and use can be found at
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/journallnformation?journalCode=rajw20



ASIAN JOURNAL OF WOMEN’S STUDIES 3
2025, VOL. 31, NO. 1, 1-25 é Routledge
https://doi.org/10.1080/12259276.2025.2465003 8 W Taylor &Francis Group

[ W) Check for updates ‘

Locally grown seeds, natural fertilizer, and pranata
mangsa: Women farmers practicing sustainable
agriculture while contesting the Green Revolution in
Indonesia

Sakhiyya ZULFA ©2, Sanaul LAILI®, Sri SUMARYANI®, Girindra Putri
Dewi SARASWATI ©2, Agung Ginanjar ANJANIPUTRA ©2, Zuhrul ANAM
2 Vaille DAWSONS, Rini ASTUTI @9 and Yulida PANGASTUTI®

®Faculty of Languages and Arts, Universitas Negeri Semarang, Semarang, Indonesia;
PSolidaritas Perempuan, Kinasih, Indonesia; “Faculty of Arts, Business, Law and Education, The
University of Western Australia, Perth, Australia; “Australian National Centre for the Public
Awareness of Science, Australian National University, Canberra, Australia; °Department of
Sociology, Universitas Gadjah Mada, Yogyakarta, Indonesia

ABSTRACT

The Indonesian agrarian sector is a male dominated field where planting rice is
centrally managed by the government. Like other Southeast Asian countries,
the 1960s Green Revolution policy aimed to boost rice productivity by
obligating farmers to buy and use imported seeds, use chemical fertilizers
and pesticides to exterminate pests, and employ mechanistic farming. The
results have been detrimental to the environment, contributed to farmers’
reliance on foreign suppliers of seeds, fertilizers, and pesticides and have
even led to rice export—the antithesis of the Green Revolution’s rhetoric
itself. This article explores how women farmers contest the dominant
discourse and policies on agriculture by practicing sustainable agriculture
through using locally grown seeds, developing and using natural nutrients,
and sustaining pranata mangsa as local knowledge for the agricultural
calendar. Through a feminist participatory action research, we work together
with Solidaritas Perempuan, a local women'’s organization, to document the
practices of sustainable farming in rural Indonesia. By taking a feminist
political ecology, we argue that these ethically informed agricultural practices
challenge the dominant neoliberal-mechanistic approach to rice production
and consumption, while identifying more sustainable agricultural practices.
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Introduction

Feminist political ecologists have called for the identification, circulation, and
advancement of sustainable and alternative models of environmental
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